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L COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course helps students develop reading and writing
skillsnecessary to function at the college level. Students begin at a level determined by a
pre-test of reading comprehension,vocabulary development and writing skills.

n. LEARNINGOUTCOMESANDELEMENTS OF THE PERFORMANCE:
(Generic SkillsLearning Outcomes placement on the course outline will be determined
and communicatedat a later date)

A. Learning Outcomes:

1. Read post-secondary material for various purposes.
2. Plan, develop and write a five paragraph, post-secondary level expository essay.
3. Critique and edit written work (includingtheir own) recognizing quality of

communication.
4. Research informationand document sources.

B. Learning Outcomesand Elementsof the Performance:

Upon successful completion of this course the student will demonstrate the abilityto:

1. Read post-secondary material for various purposes.

Potential elements of the perf01'1lUlnce:

identify stated or impliedmain ideas
distinguish supporting details
determine reliabilityof reading material
(distinguishfact and opinion)
recognize bias
make logical inferences and draw conclusions
determine cause and effect
determine writer's purpose and audience
utilize post-secondary vocabulary
use college-leveldictionary and thesaurus

,This learning outcome will constitute 20% of the course's grade. (possible weighting strategy)
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a ~GOUTCOMESANDELEMENTSOFTHEPERFORMANCE
(Continued)

2. Plan, develop and write a five paragraph, post-secondary level expository essay.

Potential elements of the performance:

formulate thesis statements
write supports to the thesis statement
provide adequate and specificsupport
identify and employexpository patterns
(eg. example,process analysis,compare and contrast, cause and effect, divisionand
classification,description, definition)
provide unity, coherence and organizational structure
identifyaudience
use prewriting techniques to develop and organize ideas
use drafting techniques to write and revise copy
write unified,well organized paragraphs
link:ideas using transitional techniques
write clear, concise, grammaticallycorrect sentences which show variety in style

This learning outcome will constitute 50% of the course's grade. (possible weighting strategy)

3. Critique and edit written work (includingtheir own) recognizing quality of
communication.

Potential elements of the performance:

evaluate the effectiveness of communication produced
edit and revise content

recognize and correct English usage errors
respond to oral or written feedback

This learning outcome will constitute 20% of the course's grade. (possible weighting strategy)
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n. LEARNINGOUTCOMESANDELEMENTSOF THE PERFORMANCE
(Continued)

4. Researchinformationanddocumentsources.

Potential elements of the perfontUlnce:

locate and collect informationtrom a variety of sources
evaluate material for inclusion
summarizeand paraphrase
document all sources using an accepted format (APA; MLA)
present information according to style and conventions required.

This learning outcome will constitute 10% of the course's grade. (possible weighting strategy)

m TOPICS:

*Note: These topics sometimesoverlap several areas of skilldevelopmentand are not
necessarilyintended to be explored in isolated learningunits or in the order
below.

1. DocumentationandLibrarySkills

2. EditingSkills

Students will be responsible for the ongoing practice of grammar fundamentals.

Students' specificlearningneeds will be identifiedtrom their writing.

3. SentenceandParagraphPatterns

4. Reading Skills(includingdictionary and thesaurus)
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m. TOPICS(Continued)

5. ExpositoryWritingusingsomeof the following:

a)
b)
c)
d)

Example
Process Analysis
Comparison and Contrast
Cause and Effect

e)
t)
g)

Division/Classification

Description
Definition

IV. REQUIRED RESOURCESffEXTS/MATERIALS:

1. College Writing Skillswith Readings by John Langan, McGraw-HillBook Company

2. Gage CanadianDictionary, Gage Educational PublishingCompany

3. Roget's Thesaurus

v. EVALUATIONPROCESS/GRADINGSYSTEM

MAJOR ASSIGNMENTSANDTESTING

(Refer also to the Language and Communication Guidelines.)

1. Reading, Writing and Fundamentals

Students will be evaluated on a minimumof two written assignmentsand two essay tests.
The tests are not subject to revision and resubmission. (40%)

Students will also be evaluated in process on grammarfundamentals, editing skills,and
reading comprehension. (200/0)

2. Documentation and Library Skills

Many major subject areas studied in college require support of the writer's main ideas
through library research. The sources of informationused in research, such as books,
maga7.inearticles, personal interviews,periodicals,journals, etc., must be cited using a
standard method of documentation. (10%)
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v. EVALUATIONPROCESS/GRADINGSYSTEM(Continued)

3. Final Testing

Achievementof course learningoutcomes will be measured by mandatory final testing at
the end of the term. (300/0)

TIME FRAME

CommunicationSkills(3) ENG 120-3 involvesthree periods per week for the entire
semester. Students are expected to attend class and to participate in class activities.

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT (GRADING METHOD)

Students will be assessed on the basis of their written assignments,editing comprehension
and finaltests.

The followingletter grades will be assigned in accordance with the Language and
CommunicationsDepartment Guidelines:

A+ Consistentlyoutstanding
A Outstanding achievement
B Consistentlyabove average achievement
C Satisfactory or acceptable achievement

in all areas subject to assessment
R Repeat --The student has not achieved

the objectives of the course and the
course must be repeated.

(90% -100%)
(80% - 890,10)
(70% - 790/0)

(60% - 690,10)

(Less than 60%)

CR Creditexemption
X A temporarygrade,limitedto situations

withextenuatingcircumstances,givinga
studentadditionaltimeto completecourse
requirements

NOTE: Students may be assigned an "R" grade early in the course for unsatisfactory
performance.
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v. EVALUATIONPROCESS/GRADINGSYSTEM(Continued)

GRADING

Written work assigned and graded will constitute 70% of the grade. A final exam will
constitute 30%. After students have had an opportunity to revise their writing, professors
will deduct marks for any remaininggrammar and fundamentalerrors.

Marking schemesfor essays and other assignmentswill differfrom professor to professor
and from assignmentto assignment. This flexibilityrecognizes that professors need to
vary their approach as they assist students with varying levels of competences to meet the
objectives of the course. However, the marking schemefor the final examinationwill be
standard throughout the department for English 120.

VI. SPECIAL NOTES:

SpecialNeeds

If you are a student with specialneeds (eg. physicallimitations,visual impairments,
hearing impairments,learningdisabilities),you are encouraged to discuss required
accommodationswith the instructor and/or contact the SpecialNeeds Office,Room
EI204, Ext. 493, 717, 491 so that support services can be arranged for you.

Plagiarism

Students should refer to the definitionof "academic dishonesty" in the "Statement of
Student Rights and Responsibilities."

Students who engage in "academic dishonesty"will receive an automatic failurefor that
submissionand/or such other penalty, up to and includingexpulsionfrom the course, as
may be decided by the professor.

In order to protect students from inadvertent plagiarism,to protect the copyright of the
material referenced and to credit the author of the material, it is the policy of the
department to employ a documentation format for referencing source material.
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VI. SPECIAL NOTES (Continued)

Advanced Standing

Students who have completed an equivalentpost-secondary course should bring relevant
documents to the Coordinator, Language and CommunicationDepartment.

Retention of Course Outlines

It is the responsibilityof the student to retain all course outlines for possible future use in
gaining advanced standing at other post-secondary institutions.

Substitute course information is availableat the Registrar's office.

VB. PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT

There is an English 120 Challengeexam in place. Please request informationconcerning
this exam from your instructor or the Prior Learning AssessmentOffice (H0240).


